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AN ACT concerning public utilities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Public Uilities Act is anended by addi ng
Sections 8-501.5, 8-505.5, and 9-245 as foll ows:

(220 I LCS 5/8-501.5 new)

Sec. 8-501.5. Enpl oyees and i ndependent contractors;

background checks.

(a) Before hiring an enpl oyee or independent contractor

to perform work i nvol vi ng facilities used for t he

distribution of natural gas to custoners, a public utility

must conduct, in accordance wth Conm ssion rul es, a

background check of the proposed enployee or independent

contractor to det er m ne t he pr oposed enpl oyee's or

contractor's history of violations of pertinent safety or

envi ronnental | aws.

(b) The Conmi ssion shall pronulgate rules establishing

the requirenents for background checks for enpl oyees and

i ndependent contractors who performwork involving facilities

used for the distribution of natural gas.

(220 I LCS 5/8-505.5 new)

Sec. 8-505.5. Wrk on natural gas requlator, nanoneter,

or other device. The Conmi ssion shall require, under such

rules as it mmy prescribe, a public utility that i s

performing work on a natural gas requl ator, nmanoneter, or any

other device containing nercury that is wused to provide

natural gas service to test the immediate area around the

device for mercury before and after work i s perforned using

testing instrunents of the type approved by the Conmi ssion.

Copies of the test results, if requested, shall be provided
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to the occupant or owner of the property upon which the

device is located at the time the work is perforned. The

test results shall be available for inspection by the

Conmi ssi on.

(220 I LCS 5/9-245 new)

Sec. 9-245. Rates: environnental fines and renedi ation.

In determning the rates for a public utility engaged in

providing natural gas service, the Comm ssion nmay not incl ude

any expenditure for fines or renediation and rel at ed

activities incurred as a result of nercury spills associ ated

with gas pressure requlators, nmnonmeters, or any other

devices containing nercury in the wutility's system Any

related insurance or third party recoveries nust also be

excl uded for ratenmaki ng purposes.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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